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Starting to Understand Your Credit 
Part 1 

Future
Current Topics >>> 

When people refer to your credit, they are speaking about your credit 

history.  This would describe how you handled your money and bills in the 

past.  Credit helps lenders decide if they want to do business with you.  

Examples of credit history are How many credit cards do you have? How 

many loans do you have? Do you pay your bills on time, or are you late on 

payments? Your credit history can make a big difference when you are 

applying for a loan or credit card, looking to rent an apartment, or buying a 

car.  

The first step of increasing your credit score is to look at your credit 

report. Your credit report is a summary of your personal information and 

credit history.  Businesses pay the credit bureaus to check your credit before 

they decide to lend you money.  The three nationwide credit bureaus are 

TransUnion, Equifax, and Experian.  The three credit bureaus will let you 

get your report for free online at Annualcreditreport.com.  It is important to 

monitor your credit report and dispute any information that is incorrect.  

 

  

 

Congratulations to the two families who 

graduated from the FSS program this last 

quarter by completing their contract goals. 

 

In 2021, Tara joined the FSS program to work on 

her educational goals, including completing her 

LPN degree at Southeast Community College in 

2022. Tara and her family have been sharing one 

vehicle, which made it difficult to manage.  

Through the FSS program Tara was able to 

increase her credit score and was connected to 

Chariots4Hope. Chariots4Hope gifted Tara and 

her family a van in September and has removed 

transportation barriers.  Tara stated, “I’m 

extremely grateful for what I do have and the 

opportunities I’ve been able to come into,”    

Housing and Utility 

Assistance 
All Doors Lead Home 

Coordinated Entry System is the 

City of Lincoln’s approach to 

organizing and providing 

housing services to prevent 

homelessness.  This process is 

designed to ensure that 

individuals and families with the 

highest vulnerability and service 

needs receive top priority.   

 

If you are in need of housing or 

utility assistance, the First step is 

to complete the Triage tool 

application.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NEW NEBRASKA CHILD CARE TAX CREDIT 
NebraskaChildCareTaxCredit.org 

 

 This new Nebraska Child Care Tax Credit is a refundable tax credit for working 

parents or legal guardians of one or more children aged 5 or younger. Your family must 

meet certain household income guidelines to be eligible for the credit.  Refundable 

credits are subtracted from the amount you owe in your state income tax. If the amount 

of your credit is larger than your tax liability, the difference is refunded to you. Eligible 

individuals will need to apply PRIOR to filing their Nebraska tax return.  
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Kids Space 

 
 

 

 

 

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is dedicated to helping inspire a love of reading by gifting FREE books to 

children from birth to age five, through funding shared by Dolly Parton and Local Program Partners in five 

countries. Once your child is registered, they will receive a FREE high-quality, age-appropriate book addressed to 

them in the mail each month, until their 5th birthday. Any child from birth to the age of five, living in Lancaster 

County can register.  

 

Visit imaginationlibrary.com or scan the QR code to complete your registration.  Your child will receive their first 

book eight to ten weeks after your registration form has been received. Books will begin arriving at your home and 

will continue until your child turns five or you move out of a covered area.  

 

 

 

 Do you have a seventh or eighth grade student who wants 
to go to college? 

 

Nest 529, Omaha Storm Chasers and The Nebraska State Treasurer’s Office 
announced their 23rd annual “Why I Want to Go to College” writing 
sweepstakes for all seventh and eighth students.  Students are asked to 
reflect on the value of education and what they hope to achieve through 
higher education.  Entries are limited to 750 words and should be sent to 
Aniya Tate, Omaha Storm Chasers, 12356 Ballpark Way, Papillion, NE 68046. 
Entries must be postmarked by Monday, March 31, 2025.  
 

Each Nebraska winner will receive four tickets to the May 18th Storm 
Chasers game at Werner Park in Papillion where they will be recognized 
during a brief ceremony before the game.  1st place winner will receive 
$2,000 contribution to the Nebraska 529 Plan, 2nd place winner will receive 
$1,000 contribution and 3rd place winner will receive $500 contribution.   
 
 

‘Why I Want to Go to College’ Sweepstakes 

Essay must include a cover sheet. Find more info at https://nest529.com/scholarships-and-contests/  
 

https://nest529.com/scholarships-and-contests/


 



 


